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Floyd Abrams is a partner in the New York law firm of Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP and is the William J. Brennan, Jr. Visiting Professor of First Amendment Law at the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism. His latest book entitled “Speaking Freely: Trials of the First Amendment” was published in 2008.

Mr. Abrams has argued frequently in the Supreme Court in a large number of its most significant First Amendment cases. He was co-counsel to The New York Times in the Pentagon Papers case and counsel to the Brooklyn Museum of Art in its legal battles with Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. He has represented The Times, ABC, NBC, CBS, Time Magazine, Business Week, The Nation, Reader's Digest and other clients in trials and appeals; represented CNN in 1998 in investigating and issuing a report on its broadcast accusing the United States of using nerve gas on a military mission in Laos in 1970 and in 1999 in seeking to persuade the United States Senate to permit the public to view its 

deliberations as it determined whether or not to convict President Clinton of alleged high crimes and misdemeanors; and represented Senator Mitch McConnell and the National Association of Broadcasters in a First Amendment-rooted challenge to the constitutionality of the McCain-Feingold campaign finance legislation. 

